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Male: Just after breakfast on Fridsy, In-
din's first eclipse cruise dished owt 8 mo-
meent to eclipse all others. A shiplosd af
homegrowm eclipsoholics, who had gath-
ered on the sundeck of the MV Aqua-
marine, wwiched entranced as the Moon
first kissed the sun at 10.45 am and then
took a bite out of it. Two hours and a lot
of anxious moments later, the Moon was
entirely silhoustted against the disk of
the Sun and the millennivm's longest an-
nalar eclipse was under way

“It voies the most-nmazing sight,” said
Rashmi Bao, a doctor from Salem who
had coms: on the cruise with her famdly
Sporting poggles to protect their eyes,
the Baos kept their gaee glued to the skies
the entire morning. The rewnrd; a ce-
lestial spectache that left oven the most
Irlase moved. After all, when the gorgeous

Tl sl o Ehae Inadiam Oosin ar e uoed
& ST g act, Yo can Be sune some-
ihing special i weltten i e stars,

Preparations to waich this mirncu-
los coincldnce of cobestial peography
b pan in the marning. With Louis Cruis
ez, which operates Aquamarine drop.
ming anchor just off Aale, passengers
Wik had boarded at Hochi were sare of
a vaniage viewpoint. A mobile observis
DOry s0aM SpEARE WP on deck as ripeds
with multiple arms halding telescopes,
hinoculars, cameras anid videos wens set
up, chiecked and tested. Eelipse jargon —
first contact, Bally's beails, sunspots —
hagan flying back and forth as four &s-
tronomers from SPACE, a Delhi-based
arganisation that profmotes astrolorism,
g firet-thme chasers 4 crash oourss an
the basics of eclipses. “1™ve seen eclipses
bedore,” sabd Amit Verma, CEQ of
SPACE, "hut each time t's different. And
1 want everyona to enfoy ir.”

First contmct — the beginning of the
B'EHDBB — genorated a furry of exeite-
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When Moon took a blte, then blocked Sun

BEINGING THE EVENT CLOSER: (Clockwise from top) Students watch the solar
eclipse on a special projection sereen at Nehnu Planetasium i Mumbai on

Friday; A devodes witnesses the eclipse at Mahakumbh kela in Hardwar:

A Prwan uses a DVD bo see the eclipse In talandhar; & man wakches Bhe

spectacle through an Xeray in Ranchi

besvels, sirn effict canised whin ﬂ'llllt'u-‘t remm-
nants of the Sun's rays shine through
the mauntaing and valleys on the Moon.
Suddenly el if was — the perfect “ring
of fire™ a5 tho Moon blocksd the centrs
il Pt Suir, bt not its cdges. Despite the

tha ranks as clowds ohacured the ohject
of cur yeneration and a Light shower be-
gan. Just five minutes to go, and to
whoops of relief, It slowly cheared.
Bhvna Mehta, 8 pynascologlat from
Chenmai, conld bamly stop herself from
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Earth hdmt tothe Sun and the Moon
is farthest fom the Earth. This is why
_the anmularity lasted over 10 minutes,”
safid metromomer Shubham Garg.

The eclipse-chasers are a]::u:l;.rm- I
Eng diowm fo et Fear's tefal solar eclipss, §
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